
Th e  Constitution of th e  Unite d State s
Preamble

W e  th e  Pe ople  of th e  Unite d State s, in O rde r to form  a m ore  pe rfe ct 
Union,  e stablish  Justice , insure  dom e stic Tranquility, provide  for th e  com m on 
de fe nse , prom ote  th e  ge ne ral W elfare , and se cure  th e  Ble ssings of Libe rty to 
ourselve s and our Poste rity, do ordain and e stablish  th is Constitution for th e  
Unite d State s of Am e rica.

Article I
Section 1

All legislative  Pow e rs h e re in grante d sh all be  ve ste d in a Congre ss of th e  
Unite d State s, w h ich  sh all consist of a Se nate  and H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s.

Section 2
Th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s sh all be  com pose d of M em be rs ch ose n 

eve ry se cond Ye ar by th e  Pe ople  of th e  seve ral State s, and th e  Electors in e ach  
State  sh all h ave  th e  Qualifications re quisite  for Electors of th e  m ost num e rous 
Branch  of th e  State  Legislature .

No Pe rson sh all be  a Re pre se ntative  w h o sh all not h ave  attaine d to th e  
Age  of tw e nty five  Ye ars, and be e n seve n Ye ars a Citize n of th e  Unite d State s, 
and w h o sh all not, w h e n electe d, be  an Inh abitant of th at State  in w h ich  h e  
sh all be  ch ose n.

Repre sentatives and direct Taxe s sh all be  apportioned am ong th e  several 
State s w h ich  m ay be  included w ith in th is Union, according to th e ir re spective 
Num be rs, w h ich  sh all be  dete rm ined by adding to th e  w h ole Num be r of fre e  
Persons, including th ose  bound to Service  for a Term  of Years, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, th re e  fifth s of all oth e r Persons.
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Th e  actual Enum e ration sh all be  m ade  w ith in th re e  Ye ars afte r th e  first 
M e e ting of th e  Congre ss of th e  Unite d State s, and w ith in eve ry subse que nt 
Te rm  of te n Ye ars, in such  Manne r as th e y sh all by Law  dire ct. Th e  Num be r of 
Re pre se ntative s sh all not e xce e d one  for eve ry th irty Th ousand, but e ach  State  
sh all h ave  at Least one  Re pre se ntative; and until such  e num e ration sh all be  
m ade , th e  State  of Ne w  H am psh ire  sh all be  e ntitle d to ch oose  th re e , 
Massach use tts e igh t, Rh ode -Island and Provide nce  Plantations one , Conne cticut 
five , Ne w -York  six, Ne w  Je rse y four, Pe nnsylvania e igh t, Delaw are  one , 
Maryland six, Virginia te n, North  Carolina five , South  Carolina five , and 
Ge orgia th re e .

W h e n vacancie s h appe n in th e  Re pre se ntation from  any State , th e  
Exe cutive  Auth ority th e re of sh all issue  W rits of Election to fill such  Vacancie s.

Th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s sh all ch oose  th e ir Spe ak e r and oth e r 
O ffice rs; and sh all h ave  th e  sole  Pow e r of Im pe ach m e nt.

Section 3
Th e  Se nate  of th e  Unite d State s sh all be  com pose d of tw o Se nators from  

e ach  State , ch osen by th e  Legislature  th e reof for six Ye ars; and e ach  Se nator sh all 
h ave  one  Vote .

Im m e diately afte r th e y sh all be  asse m ble d in Conse que nce  of th e  first 
Election, th e y sh all be  divide d as e q ually as m ay be  into th re e  Classe s. Th e  
Se ats of th e  Se nators of th e  first Class sh all be  vacate d at th e  Expiration of th e  
se cond Ye ar, of th e  se cond Class at th e  Expiration of th e  fourth  Ye ar, and of th e  
th ird Class at th e  Expiration of th e  sixth  Ye ar, so th at one  th ird m ay be  ch ose n 
eve ry se cond Ye ar; and if Vacancie s h appen by Re signation, or oth e rw ise , during 
th e  Rece ss of th e  Legislature  of any State , th e  Executive th e reof m ay m ak e  
tem porary Appointm ents until th e  next M e eting of th e  Legislature , w h ich  sh all 
th en fill such  Vacancie s.
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No Pe rson sh all be  a Se nator w h o sh all not h ave  attaine d to th e  Age  of 
th irty Ye ars, and be e n nine  Ye ars a Citize n of th e  Unite d State s, and w h o sh all 
not, w h e n electe d, be  an Inh abitant of th at State  for w h ich  h e  sh all be  ch ose n.

Th e  Vice  Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s sh all be  Pre side nt of th e  Se nate , 
but sh all h ave  no Vote , unle ss th e y be  e q ually divide d.

Th e  Se nate  sh all ch oose  th e ir oth e r O ffice rs, and also a Pre side nt pro 
te m pore , in th e  Abse nce  of th e  Vice  Pre side nt, or w h e n h e  sh all e xe rcise  th e  
O ffice  of Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s.

Th e  Se nate  sh all h ave  th e  sole  Pow e r to try all Im pe ach m e nts. W h e n 
sitting for th at Purpose , th e y sh all be  on Oath  or Affirm ation. W h e n th e  
Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s is trie d, th e  Ch ie f Justice  sh all pre side : And no 
Pe rson sh all be  convicte d w ith out th e  Concurre nce  of tw o th irds of th e  
M e m be rs pre se nt.

Judgm e nt in Case s of Im pe ach m e nt sh all not e xte nd furth e r th an to 
re m oval from  Office , and disq ualification to h old and e njoy any O ffice  of h onor, 
Trust or Profit unde r th e  Unite d State s: but th e  Party convicte d sh all 
neve rth ele ss be  liable  and subje ct to Indictm e nt, Trial, Judgm e nt and 
Punish m e nt, according to Law.
Section 4

Th e  Tim e s, Place s and Manne r of h olding Elections for Se nators and 
Re pre se ntative s, sh all be  pre scribe d in e ach  State  by th e  Legislature  th e re of; but 
th e  Congre ss m ay at any tim e  by Law  m ak e  or alte r such  Re gulations, e xce pt as 
to th e  Place s of ch oosing Se nators.

Th e  Congre ss sh all asse m ble  at least once  in eve ry Ye ar, and such  M e e ting 
sh all be  on th e  first Monday in Decem be r, unle ss th e y sh all by Law  appoint a 
diffe re nt Day.
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Section 5
Each  H ouse  sh all be  th e  Judge  of th e  Elections, Re turns and Qualifications 

of its ow n M em be rs, and a Majority of e ach  sh all constitute  a Quorum  to do 
Busine ss; but a sm alle r Num be r m ay adjourn from  day to day, and m ay be  
auth orize d to com pel th e  Atte ndance  of abse nt M em be rs, in such  Manne r, and 
unde r such  Pe naltie s as e ach  H ouse  m ay provide .

Each  H ouse  m ay de te rm ine  th e  Rule s of its Proce e dings, punish  its 
M e m be rs for disorde rly Be h avior, and, w ith  th e  Concurre nce  of tw o th irds, 
e xpel a M em be r.

Each  H ouse  sh all k e e p a Journal of its Proce e dings, and from  tim e  to tim e  
publish  th e  sam e , e xce pting such  Parts as m ay in th e ir Judgm e nt re quire  
Se cre cy; and th e  Ye as and Nays  of th e  M e m be rs of e ith e r H ouse  on any 
que stion sh all, at th e  De sire  of one  fifth  of th ose  Pre se nt, be  e nte re d on th e  
Journal.

Ne ith e r H ouse , during th e  Se ssion of Congre ss, sh all, w ith out th e  Conse nt 
of th e  oth e r, adjourn for m ore  th an th re e  days, nor to any oth e r Place  th an th at 
in w h ich  th e  tw o H ouse s sh all be  sitting.
Section 6

Th e  Senators and Repre sentatives sh all rece ive  a Com pensation for th e ir 
Se rvice s, to be  asce rtained by Law , and paid out of th e  Treasury of th e  United 
State s.

Th e y sh all in all Case s, e xce pt Tre ason, Felony and Bre ach  of th e  Pe ace , be  
privilege d from  Arre st during th e ir Atte ndance  at th e  Se ssion of th e ir re spe ctive  
H ouse s, and in going to and re turning from  th e  sam e; and for any Spe e ch  or 
De bate  in e ith e r H ouse , th e y sh all not be  que stione d in any oth e r Place .
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No Se nator or Re pre se ntative  sh all, during th e  Tim e  for w h ich  h e  w as 
electe d, be  appointe d to any civil Office  unde r th e  Auth ority of th e  Unite d 
State s, w h ich  sh all h ave  be e n cre ate d, or th e  Em olum e nts w h e re of sh all h ave  
be e n incre ase d during such  tim e; and no Pe rson h olding any O ffice  unde r th e  
Unite d State s, sh all be  a M em be r of e ith e r H ouse  during h is Continuance  in 
O ffice .
Section 7

All Bills for raising Reve nue  sh all originate  in th e  H ouse  of 
Re pre se ntative s; but th e  Se nate  m ay propose  or concur w ith  Am e ndm e nts as 
on oth e r Bills.

Eve ry Bill w h ich  sh all h ave  passe d th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s and th e  
Se nate , sh all, be fore  it be com e  a Law, be  pre se nte d to th e  Pre side nt of th e  
Unite d State s: If h e  approve  h e  sh all sign it, but if not h e  sh all re turn it, w ith  h is 
O bje ctions to th at H ouse  in w h ich  it sh all h ave  originate d, w h o sh all e nte r th e  
O bje ctions at large  on th e ir Journal, and proce e d to re conside r it. If afte r such  
Re conside ration tw o th irds of th at H ouse  sh all agre e  to pass th e  Bill, it sh all be  
se nt, toge th e r w ith  th e  O bje ctions, to th e  oth e r H ouse , by w h ich  it sh all lik e w ise  
be  re conside re d, and if approve d by tw o th irds of th at H ouse , it sh all be com e  a 
Law. But in all such  Case s th e  Vote s of both  H ouse s sh all be  de te rm ine d by ye as 
and Nays, and th e  Nam e s of th e  Pe rsons voting for and against th e  Bill sh all be  
e nte re d on th e  Journal of e ach  H ouse  re spe ctively. If any Bill sh all not be  
re turne d by th e  Pre side nt w ith in te n Days (Sundays e xce pte d) afte r it sh all 
h ave  be e n pre se nte d to h im , th e  Sam e  sh all be  a Law, in lik e  Manne r as if h e  
h ad signe d it, unle ss th e  Congre ss by th e ir Adjournm e nt preve nt its Re turn, in 
w h ich  Case  it sh all not be  a Law.
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Eve ry O rde r, Re solution, or Vote  to w h ich  th e  Concurre nce  of th e  Se nate  
and H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s m ay be  ne ce ssary (e xce pt on a que stion of 
Adjournm e nt) sh all be  pre se nte d to th e  Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s; and 
be fore  th e  Sam e  sh all tak e  Effe ct, sh all be  approve d by h im , or be ing 
disapprove d by h im , sh all be  re passe d by tw o th irds of th e  Se nate  and H ouse  of 
Re pre se ntative s, according to th e  Rule s and Lim itations pre scribe d in th e  Case  
of a Bill.
Section 8

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  Pow e r To lay and collect Taxe s, Dutie s, Im posts 
and Excise s, to pay th e  De bts and provide  for th e  com m on De fe nse  and ge ne ral 
W elfare  of th e  Unite d State s; but all Dutie s, Im posts and Excise s sh all be  
uniform  th rough out th e  Unite d State s;

To borrow  Mone y on th e  cre dit of th e  Unite d State s;
To re gulate  Com m e rce  w ith  fore ign Nations, and am ong th e  seve ral 

State s, and w ith  th e  Indian Tribe s;
To e stablish  an uniform  Rule  of Naturalization, and uniform  Law s on th e  

subje ct of Bank ruptcie s th rough out th e  Unite d State s;
To coin Mone y, re gulate  th e  Value  th e re of, and of fore ign Coin, and fix th e  

Standard of W e igh ts and M e asure s;
To provide  for th e  Punish m e nt of counte rfe iting th e  Se curitie s and curre nt 

Coin of th e  Unite d State s;
To e stablish  Post O ffice s and post Roads;
To prom ote  th e  Progre ss of Scie nce  and use ful Arts, by se curing for lim ite d 

Tim e s to Auth ors and Inventors th e  e xclusive  Righ t to th e ir re spe ctive  W ritings 
and Discove rie s;
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To constitute  Tribunals infe rior to th e  supre m e  Court;
To de fine  and punish  Piracie s and Felonie s com m itte d on th e  h igh  Se as, 

and O ffe nse s against th e  Law  of Nations;
To de clare  W ar, grant Lette rs of Marque  and Re prisal, and m ak e  Rule s 

conce rning Capture s on Land and W ate r;
To raise  and support Arm ie s, but no Appropriation of Mone y to th at Use  

sh all be  for a longe r Te rm  th an tw o Ye ars;
To provide  and m aintain a Navy;
To m ak e  Rule s for th e  Gove rnm e nt and Re gulation of th e  land and naval 

Force s;
To provide  for calling forth  th e  M ilitia to e xe cute  th e  Law s of th e  Union, 

suppre ss Insurre ctions and re pel Invasions;

To provide  for organizing, arm ing, and disciplining, th e  M ilitia, and for 
gove rning such  Part of th e m  as m ay be  e m ploye d in th e  Se rvice  of th e  Unite d 
State s, re se rving to th e  State s re spe ctively, th e  Appointm e nt of th e  O ffice rs, and 
th e  Auth ority of training th e  M ilitia according to th e  discipline  pre scribe d by 
Congre ss;

To e xe rcise  e xclusive  Legislation in all Case s w h atsoeve r, ove r such  District 
(not e xce e ding te n M ile s square ) as m ay, by Ce ssion of particular State s, and 
th e  Acce ptance  of Congre ss, be com e  th e  Se at of th e  Gove rnm e nt of th e  Unite d 
State s, and to e xe rcise  lik e  Auth ority ove r all Place s purch ase d by th e  Conse nt 
of th e  Legislature -of-th e -State -in-w h ich -th e -Sam e  sh all be , for th e  Ere ction of 
Forts, Magazine s, Arse nals, dock -Yards, and oth e r ne e dful Buildings;--And

To m ak e  all Law s w h ich  sh all be  ne ce ssary and prope r for carrying into 
Exe cution th e  fore going Pow e rs, and all oth e r Pow e rs ve ste d by th is 
Constitution in th e  Gove rnm e nt of th e  Unite d State s, or in any De partm e nt or 
O ffice r th e re of.
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Section 9
Th e  M igration or Im portation of such  Pe rsons as any of th e  State s now  

e xisting sh all th ink  prope r to adm it, sh all not be  proh ibite d by th e  Congre ss 
prior to th e  Ye ar one  th ousand e igh t h undre d and e igh t, but a Tax or duty m ay 
be  im pose d on such  Im portation, not e xce e ding te n dollars for e ach  Pe rson.

Th e  Privilege  of th e  W rit of H abe as Corpus sh all not be  suspe nde d, unle ss 
w h e n in Case s of Re bellion or Invasion th e  public Safe ty m ay re quire  it.

No Bill of Attainde r or e x post facto Law  sh all be  passe d. No Capitation, or 
oth e r dire ct, Tax sh all be  laid, unless in Proportion to th e  Census or enum eration 
h e re in before  directed to be  tak en.

No Tax or Duty sh all be  laid on Article s e xporte d from  any State .
No Pre fe re nce  sh all be  give n by any Re gulation of Com m e rce  or Reve nue  

to th e  Ports of one  State  ove r th ose  of anoth e r; nor sh all Ve ssels bound to, or 
from , one  State , be  oblige d to e nte r, clear, or pay Dutie s in anoth e r.

No Mone y sh all be  draw n from  th e  Tre asury, but in Conse que nce  of 
Appropriations m ade  by Law ; and a re gular Statem e nt and Account of th e  
Re ce ipts and Expe nditure s of all public Mone y sh all be  publish e d from  tim e  to 
tim e .

No Title  of Nobility sh all be  grante d by th e  Unite d State s: And no Pe rson 
h olding any O ffice  of Profit or Trust unde r th e m , sh all, w ith out th e  Conse nt of 
th e  Congre ss, acce pt of any pre se nt, Em olum e nt, O ffice , or Title , of any k ind 
w h ateve r, from  any King, Prince , or fore ign State .
Section 10

No State  sh all e nte r into any Tre aty, Alliance , or Confe de ration; grant 
Lette rs of Marque  and Re prisal; coin Mone y; e m it Bills of Cre dit; m ak e  any 
Th ing but gold and silve r Coin a Te nde r in Paym e nt of De bts; pass any Bill of 
Attainde r, e x post facto Law, or Law  im pairing th e  O bligation of Contracts, or 
grant any Title  of Nobility.
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No State  sh all, w ith out th e  Conse nt of th e  Congre ss, lay any Im posts or 
Dutie s on Im ports or Exports, e xce pt w h at m ay be  absolutely ne ce ssary for 
e xe cuting it's inspe ction Law s: and th e  ne t Produce  of all Dutie s and Im posts, 
laid by any State  on Im ports or Exports, sh all be  for th e  Use  of th e  Tre asury of 
th e  Unite d State s; and all such  Law s sh all be  subje ct to th e  Revision and 
Control of th e  Congre ss.

No State  sh all, w ith out th e  Conse nt of Congre ss, lay any Duty of Tonnage , 
k e e p Troops, or Sh ips of W ar in tim e  of Pe ace , e nte r into any Agre e m e nt or 
Com pact w ith  anoth e r State , or w ith  a fore ign Pow e r, or e ngage  in W ar, unle ss 
actually invade d, or in such  im m ine nt Dange r as w ill not adm it of delay.

Article 2
Section 1

Th e  e xe cutive  Pow e r sh all be  ve ste d in a Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s of 
Am e rica. H e  sh all h old h is O ffice  during th e  Te rm  of four Ye ars, and, toge th e r 
w ith  th e  Vice  Pre side nt, ch ose n for th e  sam e  Te rm , be  electe d, as follow s:

Each  State  sh all appoint, in such  Manne r as th e  Legislature  th e re of m ay 
dire ct, a Num be r of Electors, e q ual to th e  w h ole  Num be r of Se nators and 
Re pre se ntative s to w h ich  th e  State  m ay be  e ntitle d in th e  Congre ss: but no 
Se nator or Re pre se ntative , or Pe rson h olding an O ffice  of Trust or Profit unde r 
th e  Unite d State s, sh all be  appointe d an Elector.

Th e  Electors sh all m e et in th e ir re spective State s, and vote by Ballot for tw o 
Persons, of w h om  one  at least sh all not be  an Inh abitant of th e  sam e  State  w ith  
th em selves. And th ey sh all m ak e  a List of all th e  Persons voted for, and of th e  
Num be r of Votes for each ; w h ich  List th ey sh all sign and ce rtify, and transm it 
sealed to th e  Seat of th e  Governm ent of th e  United State s, directed to th e  Pre sident 
of th e  Senate. Th e  Pre sident of th e  Senate  sh all, in th e  Pre sence  of th e  Senate  and 
H ouse  of Repre sentatives, open all th e  Certificate s, and th e  Votes sh all th en be  
counted. ...
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... Th e  Person h aving th e  greate st Num be r of Votes sh all be  th e  Pre sident, if such  
Num be r be  a Majority of th e  w h ole Num be r of Electors appointed; and if th e re  be  
m ore  th an one  w h o h ave such  Majority, and h ave an e qual Num be r of Votes, th en 
th e  H ouse  of Repre sentatives sh all im m ediately ch oose  by Ballot one  of th em  for 
Pre sident; and if no Person h ave a Majority, th en from  th e  five  h igh e st on th e  List 
th e  said H ouse  sh all in lik e  Manner ch oose  th e  Pre sident. ...

... But in ch oosing th e  Pre sident, th e  Votes sh all be  tak en by State s, th e  
Repre sentation from  each  State  h aving one  Vote; A quorum  for th is purpose  sh all 
consist of a M em be r or M em be rs from  tw o th irds of th e  State s, and a Majority of 
all th e  State s sh all be  nece ssary to a Ch oice. In every Case , after th e  Ch oice  of th e  
Pre sident, th e  Person h aving th e  greate st Num be r of Votes of th e  Electors sh all be  
th e  Vice  Pre sident. But if th e re  sh ould rem ain tw o or m ore  w h o h ave e qual Votes, 
th e  Senate  sh all ch oose  from  th em  by Ballot th e  Vice  Pre sident.
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Th e  Congre ss m ay de te rm ine  th e  Tim e  of ch oosing th e  Electors, and th e  
Day on w h ich  th e y sh all give  th e ir Vote s; w h ich  Day sh all be  th e  sam e  
th rough out th e  Unite d State s.

No Pe rson e xce pt a natural born Citize n, or a Citize n of th e  Unite d State s, 
at th e  tim e  of th e  Adoption of th is Constitution, sh all be  eligible  to th e  O ffice  of 
Pre side nt; ne ith e r sh all any Pe rson be  eligible  to th at O ffice  w h o sh all not h ave  
attaine d to th e  Age  of th irty five  Ye ars, and be e n fourte e n Ye ars a Re side nt 
w ith in th e  Unite d State s.

In Case  of th e  Rem oval of th e  Pre sident from  O ffice , or of h is Death , 
Re signation, or Inability to disch arge  th e  Pow ers and Dutie s of th e  said O ffice , th e  
Sam e  sh all devolve on th e  Vice  Pre sident, and th e  Congre ss m ay by Law  provide  for 
th e  Case  of Rem oval, Death , Re signation or Inability, both  of th e  Pre sident and Vice  
Pre sident, declaring w h at O ffice r sh all th en act as Pre sident, and such  O ffice r sh all 
act accordingly, until th e  Disability be  rem oved, or a Pre sident sh all be  elected.

Th e  Pre side nt sh all, at state d Tim e s, re ce ive  for h is Se rvice s, a 
Com pe nsation, w h ich  sh all ne ith e r be  incre ase d nor dim inish e d during th e  
Pe riod for w h ich  h e  sh all h ave  be e n electe d, and h e  sh all not re ce ive  w ith in th at 
Pe riod any oth e r Em olum e nt from  th e  Unite d State s, or any of th e m .

Be fore  h e  e nte r on th e  Exe cution of h is O ffice , h e  sh all tak e  th e  follow ing 
Oath  or Affirm ation: "I do solem nly sw e ar (or affirm ) th at I w ill faith fully 
e xe cute  th e  O ffice  of Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s, and w ill to th e  be st of m y 
Ability, pre se rve , prote ct and de fe nd th e  Constitution of th e  Unite d State s."
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Section 2
Th e  Pre side nt sh all be  Com m ande r in Ch ie f of th e  Arm y and Navy of th e  

Unite d State s, and of th e  M ilitia of th e  seve ral State s, w h e n called into th e  
actual Se rvice  of th e  Unite d State s; h e  m ay re quire  th e  O pinion, in w riting, of 
th e  principal Office r in e ach  of th e  e xe cutive  De partm e nts, upon any Subje ct 
relating to th e  Dutie s of th e ir re spe ctive  O ffice s, and h e  sh all h ave  Pow e r to 
grant Re prieve s and Pardons for O ffe nse s against th e  Unite d State s, e xce pt in 
Case s of Im pe ach m e nt.

H e  sh all h ave  Pow e r, by and w ith  th e  Advice  and Conse nt of th e  Se nate , to 
m ak e  Tre atie s, provide d tw o th irds of th e  Se nators pre se nt concur; and h e  sh all 
nom inate , and by and w ith  th e  Advice  and Conse nt of th e  Se nate , sh all appoint 
Am bassadors, oth e r public M iniste rs and Consuls, Judge s of th e  supre m e  Court, 
and all oth e r O ffice rs of th e  Unite d State s, w h ose  Appointm e nts are  not h e re in 
oth e rw ise  provide d for, and w h ich  sh all be  e stablish e d by Law : but th e  
Congre ss m ay by Law  ve st th e  Appointm e nt of such  infe rior O ffice rs, as th e y 
th ink  prope r, in th e  Pre side nt alone , in th e  Courts of Law, or in th e  H e ads of 
De partm e nts.

Th e  Pre side nt sh all h ave  Pow e r to fill up all Vacancie s th at m ay h appe n 
during th e  Re ce ss of th e  Se nate , by granting Com m issions w h ich  sh all e xpire  at 
th e  End of th e ir ne xt Se ssion.
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Section 3
H e  sh all from  tim e  to tim e  give  to th e  Congre ss Inform ation of th e  State  of 

th e  Union, and re com m e nd to th e ir Conside ration such  M e asure s as h e  sh all 
judge  ne ce ssary and e xpe die nt; h e  m ay, on e xtraordinary Occasions, convene  
both  H ouse s, or e ith e r of th e m , and in Case  of Disagre e m e nt be tw e e n th e m , 
w ith  Re spe ct to th e  Tim e  of Adjournm e nt, h e  m ay adjourn th e m  to such  Tim e  
as h e  sh all th ink  prope r; h e  sh all re ce ive  Am bassadors and oth e r public 
M iniste rs; h e  sh all tak e  Care  th at th e  Law s be  faith fully e xe cute d, and sh all 
Com m ission all th e  O ffice rs of th e  Unite d State s.

Section  4
Th e  Pre side nt, Vice  Pre side nt and all civil Office rs of th e  Unite d State s, 

sh all be  re m ove d from  O ffice  on Im pe ach m e nt for, and Conviction of, Tre ason, 
Bribe ry, or oth e r h igh  Crim e s and M isde m e anors.

Article 3
Section 1

Th e  judicial Pow e r of th e  Unite d State s sh all be  ve ste d in one  supre m e  
Court, and in such  infe rior Courts as th e  Congre ss m ay from  tim e  to tim e  
ordain and e stablish . Th e  Judge s, both  of th e  supre m e  and infe rior Courts, sh all 
h old th e ir O ffice s during good Be h aviour, and sh all, at state d Tim e s, re ce ive  for 
th e ir Se rvice s a Com pe nsation, w h ich  sh all not be  dim inish e d during th e ir 
Continuance  in O ffice .
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Section 2
Th e  judicial Pow e r sh all e xte nd to all Case s, in Law  and Equity, arising 

unde r th is Constitution, th e  Law s of th e  Unite d State s, and Tre atie s m ade , or 
w h ich  sh all be  m ade , unde r th e ir Auth ority;--to all Case s affe cting 
Am bassadors, oth e r public M iniste rs and Consuls;--to all Case s of adm iralty and 
m aritim e  Jurisdiction;--to Controve rsie s to w h ich  th e  Unite d State s sh all be  a 
Party;--to Controve rsie s be tw e e n tw o or m ore  State s;-- betw e en a State  and 
Citizens of anoth e r State;-- be tw e e n Citize ns of diffe re nt State s;-- be tw e e n 
Citize ns of th e  sam e  State  claim ing Lands unde r Grants of diffe re nt State s, and 
be tw e e n a State , or th e  Citize ns th e re of, and fore ign State s, Citize ns or Subje cts.

In all Case s affe cting Am bassadors, oth e r public M iniste rs and Consuls, 
and th ose  in w h ich  a State  sh all be  Party, th e  supre m e  Court sh all h ave  original 
Jurisdiction. In all th e  oth e r Case s be fore  m e ntione d, th e  supre m e  Court sh all 
h ave  appellate  Jurisdiction, both  as to Law  and Fact, w ith  such  Exce ptions, and 
unde r such  Re gulations as th e  Congre ss sh all m ak e .

Th e  Trial of all Crim e s, e xce pt in Case s of Im pe ach m e nt, sh all be  by Jury; 
and such  Trial sh all be  h eld in th e  State  w h e re  th e  said Crim e s sh all h ave  be e n 
com m itte d; but w h e n not com m itte d w ith in any State , th e  Trial sh all be  at such  
Place  or Place s as th e  Congre ss m ay by Law  h ave  dire cte d.
Section 3

Tre ason against th e  Unite d State s, sh all consist only in levying W ar against 
th e m , or in adh e ring to th e ir Ene m ie s, giving th e m  Aid and Com fort. No Pe rson 
sh all be  convicte d of Tre ason unle ss on th e  Te stim ony of tw o W itne sse s to th e  
sam e  ove rt Act, or on Confe ssion in ope n Court.

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  Pow e r to de clare  th e  Punish m e nt of Tre ason, but 
no Attainde r of Tre ason sh all w ork  Corruption of Blood, or Forfe iture  e xce pt 
during th e  Life  of th e  Pe rson attainte d.
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Article 4
Section 1

Full Faith  and Cre dit sh all be  give n in e ach  State  to th e  public Acts, 
Re cords, and judicial Proce e dings of eve ry oth e r State . And th e  Congre ss m ay 
by ge ne ral Law s pre scribe  th e  Manne r in w h ich  such  Acts, Re cords and 
Proce e dings sh all be  prove d, and th e  Effe ct th e re of.
Section 2

Th e  Citize ns of e ach  State  sh all be  e ntitle d to all Privilege s and 
Im m unitie s of Citize ns in th e  seve ral State s.

A Pe rson ch arge d in any State  w ith  Tre ason, Felony, or oth e r Crim e , w h o 
sh all fle e  from  Justice , and be  found in anoth e r State , sh all on De m and of th e  
e xe cutive  Auth ority of th e  State  from  w h ich  h e  fle d, be  delive re d up, to be  
re m ove d to th e  State  h aving Jurisdiction of th e  Crim e .

No Person h eld to Service  or Labor in one  State , unde r th e  Law s th e reof, 
e scaping into anoth e r, sh all, in Consequence  of any Law  or Regulation th e re in, be  
disch arged from  such  Se rvice  or Labor, but sh all be  delivered up on Claim  of th e  
Party to w h om  such  Se rvice  or Labor m ay be  due.
Section 3

New  State s m ay be  adm itte d by th e  Congre ss into th is Union; but no ne w  
State  sh all be  form e d or e re cte d w ith in th e  Jurisdiction of any oth e r State; nor 
any State  be  form e d by th e  Junction of tw o or m ore  State s, or Parts of State s, 
w ith out th e  Conse nt of th e  Legislature s of th e  State s conce rne d as w ell as of th e  
Congre ss.

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  Pow e r to dispose  of and m ak e  all ne e dful Rule s 
and Re gulations re spe cting th e  Te rritory or oth e r Prope rty belonging to th e  
Unite d State s; and noth ing in th is Constitution sh all be  so construe d as to 
Pre judice  any Claim s of th e  Unite d State s, or of any particular State .
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Section 4
Th e  Unite d State s sh all guarante e  to eve ry State  in th is Union a 

Re publican Form  of Gove rnm e nt, and sh all prote ct e ach  of th e m  against 
Invasion; and on Application of th e  Legislature , or of th e  Exe cutive  (w h e n th e  
Legislature  cannot be  convene d), against dom e stic Violence .

Article 5
Th e  Congre ss, w h e neve r tw o th irds of both  H ouse s sh all de e m  it 

ne ce ssary, sh all propose  Am e ndm e nts to th is Constitution, or, on th e  
Application of th e  Legislature s of tw o th irds of th e  seve ral State s, sh all call a 
Convention for proposing Am e ndm e nts, w h ich , in e ith e r Case , sh all be  valid to 
all Inte nts and Purpose s, as Part of th is Constitution, w h e n ratifie d by th e  
Legislature s of th re e  fourth s of th e  seve ral State s, or by Conventions in th re e  
fourth s th e re of, as th e  one  or th e  oth e r Mode  of Ratification m ay be  propose d 
by th e  Congre ss; Provide d th at no Am e ndm e nt w h ich  m ay be  m ade  prior to th e  
Ye ar O ne  th ousand e igh t h undre d and e igh t sh all in any Manne r affe ct th e  first 
and fourth  Clause s in th e  Ninth  Se ction of th e  first Article; and th at no State , 
w ith out its Conse nt, sh all be  de prive d of its e q ual Suffrage  in th e  Se nate .

Article 6
All De bts contracte d and Engagem e nts e nte re d into, be fore  th e  Adoption 

of th is Constitution, sh all be  as valid against th e  Unite d State s unde r th is 
Constitution, as unde r th e  Confe de ration.

Th is Constitution, and th e  Law s of th e  Unite d State s w h ich  sh all be  m ade  
in Pursuance  th e re of; and all Tre atie s m ade , or w h ich  sh all be  m ade , unde r th e  
Auth ority of th e  Unite d State s, sh all be  th e  supre m e  Law  of th e  Land; and th e  
Judge s in eve ry State  sh all be  bound th e re by, any Th ing in th e  Constitution or 
Law s of any State  to th e  Contrary notw ith standing.

Th e  Se nators and Re pre se ntative s be fore  m e ntione d, and th e  M e m be rs of 
th e  seve ral State  Legislature s, and all e xe cutive  and judicial Office rs, both  of th e  
Unite d State s and of th e  seve ral State s, sh all be  bound by O ath  or Affirm ation, 
to support th is Constitution; but no religious Te st sh all eve r be  re q uire d as a 
Qualification to any O ffice  or public Trust unde r th e  Unite d State s.
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Article 7
Th e  Ratification of th e  Conventions of nine  State s, sh all be  sufficie nt for 

th e  Establish m e nt of th is Constitution be tw e e n th e  State s so ratifying th e  Sam e .
[follow ing are  copyist corre ctions]

Th e  W ord, "th e ," be ing inte rline d be tw e e n th e  seve nth  and e igh th  Line s of 
th e  first Page , th e  W ord "Th irty" be ing partly w ritte n on an Erazure  in th e  
fifte e nth  Line  of th e  first Page , Th e  W ords "is trie d" be ing inte rline d be tw e e n th e  
th irty se cond and th irty th ird Line s of th e  first Page  and th e  W ord "th e" be ing 
inte rline d be tw e e n th e  forty th ird and forty fourth  Line s of th e  se cond Page .

Atte st W illiam  Jack son Se cre tary

Done  in Conve ntion by th e  Unanim ous Conse nt of th e  State s pre se nt th e  
Se ve nte e nth  Day of Se pte m be r in th e  Ye ar of our Lord one  th ousand se ve n h undre d 
and Eigh ty se ve n and of th e  Inde pe nde nce  of th e  Unite d State s of Am e rica th e  
Tw e lfth  In w itne ss w h e re of W e  h ave  h e re unto subscribe d our Nam e s,

- Ge orge  W ash ington Pre side nt and de puty from  Virginia
- Re pre se nting De law are : Ge orge  Re ad, Gunning Be dford junior, Joh n 
D ick inson, Rich ard Basse tt, Jacob Broom

- Re pre se nting Maryland: Jam e s McH e nry, Dan of St. Th om as Je nife r, 
Danie l Carroll

- Re pre se nting Virginia: Joh n Blair, Jam e s Madison Jr., H ugh  W illiam son
- Re pre se nting North  Carolina: Joh n Blair, W m . Blount, Rich ard Dobbs 
Spaigh t, H ugh  W illiam son

- Re pre se nting South  Carolina: Joh n Rutle dge , Ch arle s Cote sw orth  
Pinck ne y, Ch arle s Pinck ne y, Pie rce  Butle r

- Re pre se nting Ge orgia: W illiam  Fe w , Abrah am  Baldw in
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- Re pre se nting Ne w  H am psh ire : Joh n Langdon, Nich olas Gilm an
- Re pre se nting Massach use tts: Nath anie l Gorh am , Rufus King
- Re pre se nting Conne cticut: W illiam  Sam ue l Joh nson, Roge r Sh e rm an
- Re pre se nting Ne w  York : Ale xande r H am ilton
- Re pre se nting Ne w  Je rse y: W illiam  Livingston, David Bre arle y, W illiam  
Pate rson, Jonath an Dayton

- Re pre se nting Pe nnsylvania: Be njam in Frank lin,Th om as M ifflin, Robe rt 
Morris, Ge orge  Clym e r, Th om as FitzSim ons, Jare d Inge rsol, Jam e s W ilson, 
Gouve rne ur Morris

Congre ss of th e  Unite d State s
be gun and h eld at th e  City of Ne w -York , on W e dne sday th e  fourth  of 

March , one  th ousand seve n h undre d and e igh ty nine .
TH E Conventions of a num be r of th e  State s, h aving at th e  tim e  of th e ir 

adopting th e  Constitution, e xpre sse d a de sire , in orde r to preve nt 
m isconstruction or abuse  of its pow e rs, th at furth e r de claratory and re strictive  
clause s sh ould be  adde d: And as e xte nding th e  ground of public confide nce  in 
th e  Gove rnm e nt, w ill be st e nsure  th e  be ne fice nt e nds of its institution.

RESOLVED by th e  Se nate  and H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s of th e  Unite d 
State s of Am e rica, in Congre ss asse m ble d, tw o th irds of both  H ouse s 
concurring, th at th e  follow ing Article s be  propose d to th e  Legislature s of th e  
seve ral State s, as am e ndm e nts to th e  Constitution of th e  Unite d State s, all, or 
any of w h ich  Article s, w h e n ratifie d by th re e  fourth s of th e  said Legislature s, to 
be  valid to all inte nts and purpose s, as part of th e  said Constitution; vide lice t 
[vi'de li,se t].
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ARTICLES in addition to, and Am e ndm e nt of th e  Constitution of th e  
Unite d State s of Am e rica, propose d by Congre ss, and ratifie d by th e  
Legislature s of th e  seve ral State s, pursuant to th e  fifth  Article  of th e  original 
Constitution.

Amendment 1
Congre ss sh all m ak e  no law  re spe cting an e stablish m e nt of religion, or 

proh ibiting th e  fre e  e xe rcise  th e re of; or abridging th e  fre e dom  of spe e ch , or of 
th e  pre ss; or th e  righ t of th e  pe ople  pe ace ably to asse m ble , and to pe tition th e  
Gove rnm e nt for a re dre ss of grievance s.

Amendment 2
A w ell re gulate d M ilitia, be ing ne ce ssary to th e  se curity of a fre e  State , th e  

righ t of th e  pe ople  to k e e p and be ar Arm s, sh all not be  infringe d.

Amendment 3
No Soldie r sh all, in tim e  of pe ace  be  quarte re d in any h ouse , w ith out th e  

conse nt of th e  O w ne r, nor in tim e  of w ar, but in a m anne r to be  pre scribe d by 
law.

Amendment 4
Th e  righ t of th e  pe ople  to be  se cure  in th e ir pe rsons, h ouse s, pape rs, and 

e ffe cts, against unre asonable  se arch e s and se izure s, sh all not be  violate d, and 
no W arrants sh all issue , but upon probable  cause , supporte d by O ath  or 
affirm ation, and particularly de scribing th e  place  to be  se arch e d, and th e  
pe rsons or th ings to be  se ize d.

Amendment 5
No pe rson sh all be  h eld to answ e r for a capital, or oth e rw ise  infam ous 

crim e , unle ss on a pre se ntm e nt or indictm e nt of a Grand Jury, e xce pt in case s 
arising in th e  land or naval force s, or in th e  M ilitia, w h e n in actual se rvice  in 
tim e  of W ar or public dange r; nor sh all any pe rson be  subje ct for th e  sam e  
offe nse  to be  tw ice  put in je opardy of life  or lim b; nor sh all be  com pelled in any 
crim inal case  to be  a w itne ss against h im self, nor be  de prive d of life , libe rty, or 
prope rty, w ith out due  proce ss of law ; nor sh all private  prope rty be  tak e n for 
public use , w ith out just com pe nsation.

Page 37

Page 38



Amendment 6
In all crim inal prose cutions, th e  accuse d sh all e njoy th e  righ t to a spe e dy 

and public trial, by an im partial jury of th e  State  and district w h e re in th e  crim e  
sh all h ave  be e n com m itte d, w h ich  district sh all h ave  be e n previously 
asce rtaine d by law, and to be  inform e d of th e  nature  and cause  of th e  
accusation; to be  confronte d w ith  th e  w itne sse s against h im ; to h ave  
com pulsory proce ss for obtaining w itne sse s in h is favor, and to h ave  th e  
Assistance  of Counsel for h is de fe nse .

Amendment 7
In Suits at com m on law, w h e re  th e  value  in controve rsy sh all e xce e d 

tw e nty dollars, th e  righ t of trial by jury sh all be  pre se rve d, and no fact trie d by 
a jury, sh all be  oth e rw ise  re -e xam ine d in any Court of th e  Unite d State s, th an 
according to th e  rule s of th e  com m on law.

Amendment 8
Exce ssive  bail sh all not be  re q uire d, nor e xce ssive  fine s im pose d, nor cruel 

and unusual 
punish m e nts inflicte d.

Amendment 9
Th e  e num e ration in th e  Constitution, of ce rtain righ ts, sh all not be  

construe d to de ny or disparage  oth e rs re taine d by th e  pe ople .

Amendment 10
Th e  pow e rs not delegate d to th e  Unite d State s by th e  Constitution, nor 

proh ibite d by it to th e  State s, are  re se rve d to th e  State s re spe ctively, or to th e  
pe ople .
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Amendment 11
Passe d by Congre ss March  4, 179 4. Ratifie d Fe bruary 7, 179 5.
Th e  Judicial pow e r of th e  Unite d State s sh all not be  construe d to e xte nd 

to any suit in law  or e quity, com m e nce d or prose cute d against one  of th e  Unite d 
State s by Citize ns of anoth e r State , or by Citize ns or Subje cts of any Fore ign 
State .

Amendment 12
Passe d by Congre ss March  4, 179 4. Ratifie d Fe bruary 7, 179 5.
Th e  Electors sh all m e e t in th e ir re spe ctive  state s and vote  by ballot for 

Pre side nt and Vice -Pre side nt, one  of w h om , at least, sh all not be  an inh abitant 
of th e  sam e  state  w ith  th e m selve s; th e y sh all nam e  in th e ir ballots th e  pe rson 
vote d for as Pre side nt, and in distinct ballots th e  pe rson vote d for as Vice -
Pre side nt, and th e y sh all m ak e  distinct lists of all pe rsons vote d for as Pre side nt, 
and of all pe rsons vote d for as Vice -Pre side nt, and of th e  num be r of vote s for 
e ach , w h ich  lists th e y sh all sign and ce rtify, and transm it se ale d to th e  se at of 
th e  gove rnm e nt of th e  Unite d State s, dire cte d to th e  Pre side nt of th e  Se nate;

-- th e  Pre side nt of th e  Se nate  sh all, in th e  pre se nce  of th e  Se nate  and 
H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s, ope n all th e  ce rtificate s and th e  vote s sh all th e n 
be  counte d; -- Th e  pe rson h aving th e  gre ate st num be r of vote s for Pre side nt, 
sh all be  th e  Pre side nt, if such  num be r be  a m ajority of th e  w h ole  num be r of 
Ele ctors appointe d; and if no pe rson h ave  such  m ajority, th e n from  th e  
pe rsons h aving th e  h igh e st num be rs not e xce e ding th re e  on th e  list of th ose  
vote d for as Pre side nt, th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s sh all ch oose  
im m e diate ly, by ballot, th e  Pre side nt. But in ch oosing th e  Pre side nt, th e  
vote s sh all be  tak e n by state s, th e  re pre se ntation from  e ach  state  h aving one  
vote ; a q uorum  for th is purpose  sh all consist of a m e m be r or m e m be rs from  
tw o-th irds of th e  state s, and a m ajority of all th e  state s sh all be  ne ce ssary to 
a ch oice .
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And if th e  H ouse  of Repre sentatives sh all not ch oose  a Pre sident w h enever th e  
righ t of ch oice  sh all devolve upon th em , before  th e  fourth  day of March  next 
follow ing, th en th e  Vice -Pre sident sh all act as Pre sident, as in case  of th e  death  or 
oth e r constitutional disability of th e  Pre sident.

Th e  pe rson h aving th e  gre ate st num be r of vote s as Vice -Pre side nt, sh all be  
th e  Vice -Pre side nt, if such  num be r be  a m ajority of th e  w h ole  num be r of 
Electors appointe d, and if no pe rson h ave  a m ajority, th e n from  th e  tw o h igh e st 
num be rs on th e  list, th e  Se nate  sh all ch oose  th e  Vice -Pre side nt; a quorum  for 
th e  purpose  sh all consist of tw o-th irds of th e  w h ole  num be r of Se nators, and a 
m ajority of th e  w h ole  num be r sh all be  ne ce ssary to a ch oice . But no pe rson 
constitutionally ineligible  to th e  office  of Pre side nt sh all be  eligible  to th at of 
Vice -Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s.

Amendment 13
Passe d by Congre ss January 31, 1865. Ratifie d De ce m be r 6, 1865.

Section 1
Ne ith e r slave ry nor involuntary se rvitude , e xce pt as a punish m e nt for 

crim e  w h e re of th e  party sh all h ave  be e n duly convicte d, sh all e xist w ith in th e  
Unite d State s, or any place  subje ct to th e ir jurisdiction.
Section 2

Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  legislation.

Amendment 14
Passe d by Congre ss June  13, 1866. Ratifie d July 9 , 1868. 

Section 1
All pe rsons born or naturalize d in th e  Unite d State s, and subje ct to th e  

jurisdiction th e re of, are  citize ns of th e  Unite d State s and of th e  State  w h e re in 
th e y re side .
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No State  sh all m ak e  or e nforce  any law  w h ich  sh all abridge  th e  privilege s 
or im m unitie s of citize ns of th e  Unite d State s; nor sh all any State  de prive  any 
pe rson of life , libe rty, or prope rty, w ith out due  proce ss of law ; nor de ny to any 
pe rson w ith in its jurisdiction th e  e q ual prote ction of th e  law s.
Section 2

Re pre se ntative s sh all be  apportione d am ong th e  seve ral State s according 
to th e ir re spe ctive  num be rs, counting th e  w h ole  num be r of pe rsons in e ach  
State , e xcluding Indians not taxe d. But w h e n th e  righ t to vote  at any election 
for th e  ch oice  of electors for Pre side nt and Vice -Pre side nt of th e  Unite d State s, 
Re pre se ntative s in Congre ss, th e  Exe cutive  and Judicial office rs of a State , or 
th e  m e m be rs of th e  Legislature  th e re of, is de nie d to any of th e  m ale  inh abitants 
of such  State , be ing tw enty-one  years of age , and citize ns of th e  Unite d State s, or 
in any w ay abridge d, e xce pt for participation in re bellion, or oth e r crim e , th e  
basis of re pre se ntation th e re in sh all be  re duce d in th e  proportion w h ich  th e  
num be r of such  m ale  citize ns sh all be ar to th e  w h ole  num be r of m ale  citize ns 
tw e nty-one  ye ars of age  in such  State .

Section 3
No pe rson sh all be  a Se nator or Re pre se ntative  in Congre ss, or elector of 

Pre side nt and Vice -Pre side nt, or h old any office , civil or m ilitary, unde r th e  
Unite d State s, or unde r any State , w h o, h aving previously tak e n an oath , as a 
m e m be r of Congre ss, or as an office r of th e  Unite d State s, or as a m e m be r of 
any State  legislature , or as an e xe cutive  or judicial office r of any State , to 
support th e  Constitution of th e  Unite d State s, sh all h ave  e ngage d in 
insurre ction or re bellion against th e  sam e , or give n aid or com fort to th e  
e ne m ie s th e re of. But Congre ss m ay by a vote  of tw o-th irds of e ach  H ouse , 
re m ove  such  disability.
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Section 4
Th e  validity of th e  public de bt of th e  Unite d State s, auth orize d by law, 

including de bts incurre d for paym e nt of pe nsions and bountie s for se rvice s in 
suppre ssing insurre ction or re bellion, sh all not be  que stione d. But ne ith e r th e  
Unite d State s nor any State  sh all assum e  or pay any de bt or obligation incurre d 
in aid of insurre ction or re bellion against th e  Unite d State s, or any claim  for th e  
loss or e m ancipation of any slave; but all such  de bts, obligations and claim s 
sh all be  h eld illegal and void.
Section 5

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  th e  pow e r to e nforce , by appropriate  legislation, 
th e  provisions of th is article

Amendment 15
Passe d by Congre ss Fe bruary 26, 1869 . Ratifie d Fe bruary 3, 1870.

Section 1
Th e  righ t of citize ns of th e  Unite d State s to vote  sh all not be  de nie d or 

abridge d by th e  Unite d State s or by any State  on account of race , color, or 
previous condition of se rvitude --
Section 2

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  th e  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  
legislation.

Amendment 16
Passe d by Congre ss July 2, 19 09 . Ratifie d Fe bruary 3, 19 13.
Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to lay and collect taxe s on incom e s, from  

w h ateve r source  de rive d, w ith out apportionm e nt am ong th e  seve ral State s, and 
w ith out re gard to any ce nsus or e num e ration.
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Amendment 17
Passe d by Congre ss May 13, 19 12. Ratifie d April 8, 19 13.
Th e  Se nate  of th e  Unite d State s sh all be  com pose d of tw o Se nators from  

e ach  State , electe d by th e  pe ople  th e re of, for six ye ars; and e ach  Se nator sh all 
h ave  one  vote . Th e  electors in e ach  State  sh all h ave  th e  q ualifications re quisite  
for electors of th e  m ost num e rous branch  of th e  State  legislature s.

W h e n vacancie s h appe n in th e  re pre se ntation of any State  in th e  Se nate , 
th e  e xe cutive  auth ority of such  State  sh all issue  w rits of election to fill such  
vacancie s: Provide d, Th at th e  legislature  of any State  m ay e m pow e r th e  
e xe cutive  th e re of to m ak e  te m porary appointm e nts until th e  pe ople  fill th e  
vacancie s by election as th e  legislature  m ay dire ct.

Th is am e ndm e nt sh all not be  so construe d as to affe ct th e  election or te rm  
of any Se nator ch ose n be fore  it be com e s valid as part of th e  Constitution.

Amendment 18
Passe d by Congre ss De ce m be r 18, 19 17. Ratifie d January 16, 19 19 .

Section 1
After one  year from  th e  ratification of th is article th e  m anufacture , sale, or 

transportation of intoxicating liquors w ith in, th e  im portation th e reof into, or th e  
exportation th e reof from  th e  United State s and all territory subject to th e  
jurisdiction th e reof for beverage  purpose s is h e re by proh ibited.
Section 2

Th e  Congre ss and th e  several State s sh all h ave concurrent pow er to enforce  
th is article by appropriate  legislation.
Section 3

Th is article sh all be  inoperative unless it sh all h ave be en ratifie d as an 
am endm ent to th e  Constitution by th e  legislature s of th e  several State s, as provided 
in th e  Constitution, w ith in seven years from  th e  date  of th e  subm ission h e reof to 
th e  State s by th e  Congre ss.
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Amendment 19
Passe d by Congre ss June  4, 19 19 . Ratifie d August 18, 19 20.
Th e  righ t of citize ns of th e  Unite d State s to vote  sh all not be  de nie d or 

abridge d by th e  Unite d State s or by any State  on account of se x.
Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  legislation.

Amendment 20
Passe d by Congre ss March  2, 19 32. Ratifie d January 23, 19 33.

Section 1
Th e  te rm s of th e  Pre side nt and th e  Vice  Pre side nt sh all e nd at noon on th e  

20th  day of January, and th e  te rm s of Se nators and Re pre se ntative s at noon on 
th e  3d day of January, of th e  ye ars in w h ich  such  te rm s w ould h ave  e nde d if 
th is article  h ad not be e n ratifie d; and th e  te rm s of th e ir succe ssors sh all th e n 
be gin.

Section 2
Th e  Congre ss sh all asse m ble  at least once  in eve ry ye ar, and such  m e e ting 

sh all be gin at noon on th e  3d day of January, unle ss th e y sh all by law  appoint a 
diffe re nt day.
Section 3

If, at th e  tim e  fixe d for th e  be ginning of th e  te rm  of th e  Pre side nt, th e  
Pre side nt elect sh all h ave  die d, th e  Vice  Pre side nt elect sh all be com e  Pre side nt. 
If a Pre side nt sh all not h ave  be e n ch ose n be fore  th e  tim e  fixe d for th e  
be ginning of h is te rm , or if th e  Pre side nt elect sh all h ave  faile d to qualify, th e n 
th e  Vice  Pre side nt elect sh all act as Pre side nt until a Pre side nt sh all h ave  
qualifie d; and th e  Congre ss m ay by law  provide  for th e  case  w h e re in ne ith e r a 
Pre side nt elect nor a Vice  Pre side nt sh all h ave  qualifie d, de claring w h o sh all 
th e n act as Pre side nt, or th e  m anne r in w h ich  one  w h o is to act sh all be  
selecte d, and such  pe rson sh all act accordingly until a Pre side nt or Vice  
Pre side nt sh all h ave  qualifie d.
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Section 4
Th e  Congre ss m ay by law  provide  for th e  case  of th e  de ath  of any of 

th e  pe rsons from  w h om  th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s m ay ch oose  a 
Pre side nt w h e ne ve r th e  righ t of ch oice  sh all h ave  de volve d upon th e m , and 
for th e  case  of th e  de ath  of any of th e  pe rsons from  w h om  th e  Se nate  m ay 
ch oose  a Vice  Pre side nt w h e ne ve r th e  righ t of ch oice  sh all h ave  de volve d 
upon th e m .
Section 5

Sections 1 and 2 sh all tak e  e ffe ct on th e  15th  day of Octobe r follow ing th e  
ratification of th is article .
Section 6

Th is article  sh all be  inope rative  unle ss it sh all h ave  be e n ratifie d as an 
am e ndm e nt to th e  Constitution by th e  legislature s of th re e -fourth s of th e  
seve ral State s w ith in seve n ye ars from  th e  date  of its subm ission.

Amendment 21
Passe d by Congre ss Fe bruary 20, 19 33. Ratifie d De ce m be r 5, 19 33.

Section 1
Th e  e igh te e nth  article  of am e ndm e nt to th e  Constitution of th e  Unite d 

State s is h e re by re pe ale d.
Section 2

Th e  transportation or im portation into any State , Te rritory, or Posse ssion 
of th e  Unite d State s for delive ry or use  th e re in of intoxicating liquors, in 
violation of th e  law s th e re of, is h e re by proh ibite d.
Section 3

Th is article  sh all be  inope rative  unle ss it sh all h ave  be e n ratifie d as an 
am e ndm e nt to th e  Constitution by conventions in th e  seve ral State s, as 
provide d in th e  Constitution, w ith in seve n ye ars from  th e  date  of th e  
subm ission h e re of to th e  State s by th e  Congre ss.
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Amendment 22
Passe d by Congre ss March  21, 19 47. Ratifie d Fe bruary 27, 19 51.

Section 1
No pe rson sh all be  electe d to th e  office  of th e  Pre side nt m ore  th an tw ice , 

and no pe rson w h o h as h eld th e  office  of Pre side nt, or acte d as Pre side nt, for 
m ore  th an tw o ye ars of a te rm  to w h ich  som e  oth e r pe rson w as electe d 
Pre side nt sh all be  electe d to th e  office  of Pre side nt m ore  th an once . But th is 
Article  sh all not apply to any pe rson h olding th e  office  of Pre side nt w h e n th is 
Article  w as propose d by Congre ss, and sh all not preve nt any pe rson w h o m ay 
be  h olding th e  office  of Pre side nt, or acting as Pre side nt, during th e  te rm  w ith in 
w h ich  th is Article  be com e s ope rative  from  h olding th e  office  of Pre side nt or 
acting as Pre side nt during th e  re m ainde r of such  te rm .
Section 2

Th is article  sh all be  inope rative  unle ss it sh all h ave  be e n ratifie d as an 
am e ndm e nt to th e  Constitution by th e  legislature s of th re e -fourth s of th e  
seve ral State s w ith in seve n ye ars from  th e  date  of its subm ission to th e  State s 
by th e  Congre ss.

Amendment 23
Passe d by Congre ss June  16, 19 60. Ratifie d March  29 , 19 61.

Section 1
Th e  District constituting th e  se at of Gove rnm e nt of th e  Unite d State s sh all 

appoint in such  m anne r as Congre ss m ay dire ct:
A num be r of electors of Pre side nt and Vice  Pre side nt e qual to th e  w h ole  

num be r of Se nators and Re pre se ntative s in Congre ss to w h ich  th e  District 
w ould be  e ntitle d if it w e re  a State , but in no eve nt m ore  th an th e  le ast 
populous State; th e y sh all be  in addition to th ose  appointe d by th e  State s, but 
th e y sh all be  conside re d, for th e  purpose s of th e  election of Pre side nt and Vice  
Pre side nt, to be  electors appointe d by a State; and th e y sh all m e e t in th e  
District and pe rform  such  dutie s as provide d by th e  tw elfth  article  of 
am e ndm e nt.
Section 2

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  
legislation.
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Amendment 24
Passe d by Congre ss August 27, 19 62. Ratifie d January 23, 19 64.

Section 1
Th e  righ t of citize ns of th e  Unite d State s to vote  in any prim ary or oth e r 

election for Pre side nt or Vice  Pre side nt, for electors for Pre side nt or Vice  
Pre side nt, or for Se nator or Re pre se ntative  in Congre ss, sh all not be  de nie d or 
abridge d by th e  Unite d State s or any State  by re ason of failure  to pay poll tax or 
oth e r tax.
Section 2

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  
legislation.

Amendment 25
Passe d by Congre ss July 6, 19 65. Ratifie d Fe bruary 10, 19 67.

Section 1
In case  of th e  re m oval of th e  Pre side nt from  office  or of h is de ath  or 

re signation, th e  Vice  Pre side nt sh all be com e  Pre side nt.
Section 2

W h e neve r th e re  is a vacancy in th e  office  of th e  Vice  Pre side nt, th e  
Pre side nt sh all nom inate  a Vice  Pre side nt w h o sh all tak e  office  upon 
confirm ation by a m ajority vote  of both  H ouse s of Congre ss.
Section 3

W h e neve r th e  Pre side nt transm its to th e  Pre side nt pro te m pore  of th e  
Se nate  and th e  Spe ak e r of th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s h is w ritte n de claration 
th at h e  is unable  to disch arge  th e  pow e rs and dutie s of h is office , and until h e  
transm its to th e m  a w ritte n de claration to th e  contrary, such  pow e rs and dutie s 
sh all be  disch arge d by th e  Vice  Pre side nt as Acting Pre side nt.
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Section 4
W h e neve r th e  Vice  Pre side nt and a m ajority of e ith e r th e  principal office rs 

of th e  e xe cutive  de partm e nts or of such  oth e r body as Congre ss m ay by law  
provide , transm it to th e  Pre side nt pro te m pore  of th e  Se nate  and th e  Spe ak e r of 
th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s th e ir w ritte n de claration th at th e  Pre side nt is 
unable  to disch arge  th e  pow e rs and dutie s of h is office , th e  Vice  Pre side nt sh all 
im m e diately assum e  th e  pow e rs and dutie s of th e  office  as Acting Pre side nt.

Th e re afte r, w h e n th e  Pre side nt transm its to th e  Pre side nt pro te m pore  of 
th e  Se nate  and th e  Spe ak e r of th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s h is w ritte n 
de claration th at no inability e xists, h e  sh all re sum e  th e  pow e rs and dutie s of h is 
office  unle ss th e  Vice  Pre side nt and a m ajority of e ith e r th e  principal office rs of 
th e  e xe cutive  de partm e nt or of such  oth e r body as Congre ss m ay by law  
provide , transm it w ith in four days to th e  Pre side nt pro te m pore  of th e  Se nate  
and th e  Spe ak e r of th e  H ouse  of Re pre se ntative s th e ir w ritte n de claration th at 
th e  Pre side nt is unable  to disch arge  th e  pow e rs and dutie s of h is office . 
Th e re upon Congre ss sh all de cide  th e  issue , asse m bling w ith in forty-e igh t h ours 
for th at purpose  if not in se ssion. If th e  Congre ss, w ith in tw e nty-one  days afte r 
re ce ipt of th e  latte r w ritte n de claration, or, if Congre ss is not in se ssion, w ith in 
tw e nty-one  days afte r Congre ss is re q uire d to asse m ble , de te rm ine s by tw o-
th irds vote  of both  H ouse s th at th e  Pre side nt is unable  to disch arge  th e  pow e rs 
and dutie s of h is office , th e  Vice  Pre side nt sh all continue  to disch arge  th e  sam e  
as Acting Pre side nt; oth e rw ise , th e  Pre side nt sh all re sum e  th e  pow e rs and 
dutie s of h is office .
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Amendment 26
Passe d by Congre ss March  23, 19 71. Ratifie d July 1, 19 71.

Section 1
Th e  righ t of citize ns of th e  Unite d State s, w h o are  e igh te e n ye ars of age  or 

olde r, to vote  sh all not be  de nie d or abridge d by th e  Unite d State s or by any 
State  on account of age .
Section 2

Th e  Congre ss sh all h ave  pow e r to e nforce  th is article  by appropriate  
legislation.

Amendment 27
O riginally propose d Se pte m be r 25, 1789 . Ratifie d May 7, 19 9 2. 
No law, varying th e  com pe nsation for th e  se rvice s of th e  Se nators and 

Re pre se ntative s, sh all tak e  e ffe ct, until an election of re pre se ntative s sh all h ave  
inte rve ne d. 
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Discussion Suggestions
1. Did hearing and speaking the Constitution change how you 

think about it?
2. What did you hear in this reading that you didn't remember 

was a part of the Constitution?
3. Do any parts of the Constitution seem outmoded to you? In 

other words, what parts would you feel comfortable removing?
4. The founders only mention one commercial industry: the 

press. How do you think this protection contributes to 
modern democracy?

5. The Preamble describes what this Constitution is supposed 
to accomplish. How well does it do that?

6. Does the Constitution indicate that impeachment applies to 
judges?

7. Is the President our leader?




